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4 Reasons to Get a PhD in Computing
REASON 1:
A Booming Job Market
There is currently a 
shortage of PhDs to fill open 
faculty positions and other 
jobs in computer science. 
As a result, students who 
pursue PhDs in computer 
science are likely to have 
many job opportunities after 
they graduate. In particular, 
being a professor can be a 
highly rewarding career, 
where you can get paid to 
conduct research and train 
the next generation of 
computer scientists.

REASON 2:
Make More Money
Individuals who hold a PhD 
have significantly higher 
salaries compared to 
individuals with only a 
bachelor’s degree. 

The PhD earnings advantage 
is greater as individuals 
advance into the later stages 
of their careers. Individuals 
who pursue faculty careers 
also have very high levels of 
job security.

REASON 3:
Programs Can Be  
Affordable
Many PhD programs do not 
charge tuition to students. In 
fact, it is a common practice 
for PhD programs to provide 
students with free tuition, 
health insurance, and paid 
assistantships or stipends to 
cover their living expenses. 
This means that you can earn 
money and avoid loans while 
pursuing a PhD. 

REASON 4:
Transfer Students Are  
Highly Successful in  
PhD Programs
Studies of students who 
pursue PhDs show that 
transfer students perform just 
as well as other students. 
First-generation college 
students and students with 
parenting responsibilities are 
also highly successful in 
PhD programs.

4 Steps to Prepare for PhD Training
STEP 1:
Identify Your Relevant  
Experience
It is very likely that you 
already have work experience 
and expertise that will 
contribute to a competitive 
PhD application. Connecting 
with faculty and other mentors 
at your university will help you 
identify what you have already 
done that will make you stand 
out in admissions.

STEP 2:
Familiarize Yourself with  
Program Prerequisites
Some PhD programs 
require students to have 
successfully completed 
certain courses or gained 
particular math and 
programming skills. 
Typically, the requirements 
for your computer science 
major will satisfy PhD 
prerequisite requirements, 
but it is a good idea to 
discuss this with your 
academic advisor as part of 
your course planning.

STEP 3:
Find Mentors
One way to learn if a PhD is  
right for you is to find mentors  
who can share their first-  
hand experience with PhD  
study. Attend office hours to  
connect with faculty who can  
answer your questions. 

You  can also try to get to 
know  current PhD students 
at your university. The TAs of 
your CS courses might be 
current PhD students who can 
help you. If not, you can ask 
your  professors to put you in 
touch with a student who can  
answer your questions about  
graduate study. 

STEP 4:
Get Involved in Research
Getting experience working 
with a professor on computer 
science research is one of the 
most important things you can 
do to make your PhD 
application stand out. 

It is likely that your university 
offers paid research 
experiences for transfer 
students like you. If your 
university has an office for 
undergraduate research, 
contact them for advice about 
program offerings. You can 
also ask a professor or 
academic advisor for advice 
about getting involved in 
research on your campus. 
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